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Dr. Andrea Wernham

Dr. Andrea is a small animal veterinarian
that has discovered a passion for
dentistry. Her interest has led her to
complete numerous courses in dental
surgery, anesthesia, and pain
management, gaining knowledge and
tools to further enhance the dental
services she is able to offer.
Helping pets to have pain-free and
healthy mouths has become the focus
of Dr. Andrea’s practice, with most of
her days being spent in dental surgery.
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What Does Base Narrow
Canines Mean?

“Base Narrow” is the term used when
the mandibular canines are situated
too close together, resulting in
traumatic contact with the soft tissue
or teeth of the upper jaw. This
misalignment can cause significant
discomfort and trauma.

What Happens After Diagnosis?

Management of base narrow canine
teeth will depend on the age of the dog.

If diagnosed when a puppy is 12 weeks of
age or younger, extraction of the
deciduous (baby) canine teeth is

recommended if the teeth are touching
tissues in the mouth. The reason for this
is to eliminate the pain being caused by
the teeth contacting the roof of the
mouth each time the puppy chews, and
to encourage the adult teeth to eruptin a
more appropriate position, without the
deciduous teeth in the way.

If diagnosed when a dog’s permanent
teeth are erupting (around 5-6 months of
age), we must remove the deciduous
teeth as soon as possible if they are not
actively loose. The adult teeth will come
in on the inside of the baby teeth,
causing an even worse malocclusion.

If diagnosed in adulthood, treatment
options may include orthodontics,
shortening the teeth to reduce the

contact with the tissues or extraction of
the lower canine teeth.

For all ages, we often must extract the
mandibular incisor teeth as well.

Other Treatment Options
Other treatments may include crown
extensions, incline plane, crown
reduction with pulp cap.

What is Ball Therapy?

Ball Therapy is a non-referral
intervention for young dogs whose adult
lower canines are erupting in a base-
narrow position.

The premise is that by encouraging the
dog to hold a firm object in their mouth
for a significant period of time each day,
we can apply pressure to the teeth as
they erupt and encourage more natural
placement of the teeth.

(In essence, this is a removable
orthodontic appliance)

It is recommended that ball therapy start
7-14 days after extraction of the
deciduous (baby) teeth, even before the
adult teeth start to erupt. Training dogs
to play with and hold the ball is a vital
part of the training.

You need to size the ball appropriately so
that it fits between the canine teeth and
it should not be a tennis ball, which will
damage enamel over time due to the
abrasive texture.
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